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A yearago,two native BostonRed Sox fans lamentedthe team'scertaindemisein
baseball'playoffs at the handsof, yet again,the hatedNew York Yankees.

"It's hardto live here,"Bill Callagharsaid."It's very hardto live here."Repliedhis
colleagueMike Sweeney!'In the morningover breakfast] seethemroll the dead
down BeaconStreet."

The 2004Red Sox, of course vanquishedhe Yankeesandwon their first World
Seriesin 86 years.But the 2005teamwas sweptout of the playoffs last week by
the ChicagoWhite Sox. And so the inner turmoil continuesfor Bill and Mike and
their co-workersat a white-collar Bostonoffice, charactersn a cult online comic
strip called"The Soxaholix."

PartDoonesburypartBill Jamespartgraduateseminatin literature-- Bill and
Mike's lines are from CharlesBukowski'spoem"the rent'shigh too" -- "The
Soxaholix" chroniclesthe schizoidemotionsthatgovernBostonfanslike the tides.
Its authoris the pseudonymou$Hart Brachen,"the namechosento soundlike
"heartbroken."”

Mr. Brachenquotesfrom Proust,Rilke, Joyce,Plathandthe Bible -- plus TV shows

like "Star Trek" and"The O.C." -- asoftenashe doesfrom Sonsof SamHorn and
BostonDirt Dogs, two popularRed Sox Web sites."Insteadof startingwith cake
andtea," he says,referringto Proust's’'Remembrancef ThingsPast,"
the smell of a hot dog."

Literary infatuationwith the Red Sox
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datesto JohnUpdike's1960essayabout Ted Williams's last game.John
Cheeverdeclaredthat"all literary menare Red Soxfans."PoetTom

Clark wrote aboutpitcherBill Lee.In 1973,the BostonGlobe published
an OpeningDay story written entirely in Latin. On pageone.

With epic defeatsin 1975,1978and 1986, the Red Sox clinchedfirst
placein the metaphordivision. But evenbeforethe World Series
triumph, "peoplesortof had enoughof the literary interlopercomingin
andidentifying with the pain and angstand Athensand Sparta,“says
Glenn Stout, authorof "Red Sox Century,"a history of the team.
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L~ "The Soxaholix"is partof a countermovementnuch of it online, to
reclaimthe teamfor its true fans.In thick Bahstinaccentsthe clip-art

o characterslisdainthe romanticizationof the Red Sox and fanswho
jumpedon the bandwagonThey are statisticallysavvyand sweara lot.
While nothingmattersto themmorethanthe team,they alsoslyly

recognizethatbasebalisn't life and death.More important,Mr. Brachen
says,is "the sharingof the misery,the sharingof the joy."

HAPPINESS IS FOUNDED ON FORGETTING -

- ONLY WISDOM, POOR WISDOM RELIES . . . . .
ON MEMORY . The 40ish Mr. Brachengrewup in New Hampshireand lived in Boston

after collegebut left to attenda graduateprogramin Englishin the
South.Inspiredby the politically incorrectpost9/11 online comic "Get
Your War On," Mr. Brachensaysthe strip wasa way for him to
reconnecwith his team.

"The Soxaholix"debutedon OpeningDay 2004, its point of view
immediatelyclear. The characterdoathedthe arrogantYankeesandthe
notion thatfanswould be setadrift if the Red Soxbecamechamps.
"Yes, I'm tremblingin the scarynovelty of thisE thisE winning," a
charactemamedDoug Roy saidin the first strip. "Stupid lazy media
hacksand celebrityfansjust haveno clue.”

A few dayslater, Bill and Doug discussedloggerAna Marie Cox, known asWonkette.Sheposteda link. Other
blogsdid, too. Daily readershimuickly climbedto about500, soaringduring the World Seriesrun. This season,
"The Soxaholix"hasaveragedaboutl,600readersper strip, with asmanyas12,0000n somedays.

Mr. Brachen,who sayshe wantsto stayanonymoudo maintainthe strip'sirreverencelives with his wife anddogin
a trim subdivisionin an Easterncollegetown, wherehe works for an online softwarecompany His tidy home office
is devoid of Red Sox memorabilia.He getsto FenwayParkonly onceor twice a seasorand doesn'tfollow every
inning of everygame."l feel guilty becausd'm not the fan peoplethink | am," he says.

A perpetualpsychicconnectionto the teammattersmore, he says.To write the strip, Mr. Brachengetsup at 5 a.m.
He readsthe Bostonpapersonline, scansfan sitesand checksonline highlights.”l know the story, | know who the
villains and heroesare," he says.Behind his deskis a six-foot stackof books,from "BaseballProspectu2005"to
"The GnosticGospels'by Elaine Pagels.Oft-quotedfavoriteslike poetJoeWenderoth's'Lettersto Wendy's"sprout
Postlt hair.

Mr. Brachenemploysa streamof-consciousnestechnique After a late-seasordefeat,he watchedthe eeriedrama
"Lost" and awokeconvincedthe Red Sox were dead.That got him thinking aboutthe show"GhostWhisperer."He
checkedhe next episode:A boy getshit by a train but doesn'tknow he'sdead.Substitutingthe Red Sox for the boy
andthe Yankeesfor the train, Mr. Brachenhad the first two panelsof a conversatiorbetweenBill and Doug.

He clicked to the bio of the show'sstar,JenniferLove Hewitt. Thatlet him conjure,in Doug'swords,"the perfect
slashah/horrahSequel:The Yankeesreturnfrom the deadto terrorizetheir rivals. But Mr. Brachenalsohadbeen
ruminatingabouthow fans shouldn'tforget 2004. So he had Doug acknowledgedhe logic of optimism, linking to a
discussioron the Sonsof SamHorn site. Thenhe recalleda line aboutmemoryin a poemby RichardHoward.
"Happinesss foundedon forgetting,"Bill saidin the lastframe,"only wisdom, poorwisdom,relieson memory."

The Soxaholixloved how winning felt; when pitcher Curt Schilling beatthe Yankeesin last year'splayoffs, Susan
Wentworth,the office's 20-somethingfree-spirit, said,"l got pregnhantimmaculately."After last week'sswift playoff
exit, though,their fatalismreturned."Our honeymoorwith God is ovah," Doug saidin yesterday'strip, the lines of
which were takenfrom Philip Schultz'spoem"untitled, number63in the sequence."

SaysMr. Brachen:"It's no longer, 'Everythingin the entireuniverseis lined up againstus,™ he says."It's more,'Was
this just a onetimefavor, a onetimegift, a onetimemiracle? Thatbecomeghe new fear-- do we just get one per
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lifetime?"
Myr. Fatsis is a Journal reporter in Washington.
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